A hydro sequence of soils supporting native plant communities at the West Chicago Prairie, West Chicago, IL is being evaluated to establish a relationship between water tables and one morphologic indicator of soil wetness, low chroma coloration. Various work has been done regarding correlations between low chroma soil colors and the amount, frequency, and seasonality of water table fluctuations. It is understood that low chroma colors higher in the soil profile indicate wetter soils, but the temporal extent of the wetness causing these colors varies with site and soil characteristics (Simonson & Boersma, 1972; Franzmeier et aI., 1983; Zobeck & Ritchie, 1984; Evans & Franzmeier, 1986) . Low chroma colors are important to defining hydric soils and thus the identification and delineation of wetlands. Establishing a correlation between low chroma colors, water table elevations, and fluctuations of water tables within various ecosystems will aid in understanding the development of hydric soils and associated plant communities, as well as wetland restoration activities.
Study Area and Methods
West Chicago Prairie is located in northeast Illinois, approximately 50 km (30 mi) west of Chicago (Fig. 1) . This 120-ha (300-acre) preserve, managed by the Forest Preserve District of DuPageCounty, has an upland wetland complex comprised of mesic, wet-mesic, and wet prairie; sedge meadow; marsh and open water; as well as mesic oak savanna (White, 1978) . West Chicago Prairie contains more than 500 native species, or about 54% of the known native county flora (Wayne Lampa, Forest Preserve District of DuPage County, 1990, personal communication) . The site's soils developed in < 100 cm of re-deposited loess over medium-textured outwash.
A transect was established across a topographic gradient that corresponded with changes in plant community and soil subgroup ( Fig. 1 and 2) . The transect was chosen to reflect the greatest topographic diversity on the site. Observation wells made of 2.5 cm (1 in.) diameter solid-walled PVC were set to a depth of 125 to 150 cm (50-60 in.) in representative locations within each plant community. The soil profile was described at each well location.
